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DIY PROJECTS AND TIPS FROM LOCAL EXPERTS

SET THE TABLE

Tips from CK Wedding & Event Design » ckeventdesign.com
Written by Emily Zahniser

This holiday season, you may not be calling
in the pros to dress the perfect table, but it

sure won't hurt to take some pro tips.

The team behind Oregon’s CK Wedding & Event Design can lay up a spread to
make Martha Stewart jealous. Known for their super friendly and personalized
approach, Chelsea Forcum and Kayla McCaul have made many a big day a
beautiful breeze for happy couples. They're also a great choice for just about any
event. We sat down with Forcum and McCaul to get some holiday table DIY dos

and don'ts.

1. Focus on what you’re good at. Have a personal passion for calligraphy?
Not many folks do these days. Pinterest and Instagram have many of us
believing with a bit of focus and the right materials we can decorate a cake or
design a complicated floral arrangement. Save yourself the time and frustration,
and do what you do well as the focus point.

2. Schedule, schedule, schedule. You're the host. You've got food to make,
ahouse to clean, kids to herd — even a small dinner party can benefit from a
bit of planning. It will save you from rushing around at the last minute. This

is especially true at the holidays when shops are busy and inventory runs low.

McCaul recommends the following planning guideline: Four weeks out: set
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THE CK TEAM IS
COMPOSED OF THREE
NATIVE OREGONIANS.

Chelsea Forcum and
Kayla McCaul met just
as they were finishing

high school. A few
short weeks later they
were best of friends

and roommates. Over a
decade later they make
it a priority to keep up
their friendship while
maintaining a successful
business partnership.
Forcum describes
herself as someone
always planning her
next big event and was
a wedding enthusiast
from a young age-
subscribing to bridal
mags from the time

she was in elementary
school. Forcum
introduced McCaul to
the wedding industry
and it was a perfect fit
for her entrepreneuring
spirit. With business
going well, they recently
brought on Valerie Senff
as their lead designer.

your menu, choose your
“theme” and send out your

invites. Three weeks out, stock

. your nonperishable items and
&

\ purchase or rent any needed
6'-"\\ tableware, settings or decor

|| pieces. Two weeks out,

m}j finalize your head count,

"/ order your flowers and make
any adjustments based on the
size your party will ultimately

be. One week out, order dessert

or other food items you won't be

preparing yourself, map out your

food preparation plan and seating
chart, and get a jump-start on any
housecleaning. In the final days
make any food that can be done in
advance of your big day, decorate
and get your music playlist together!

3. Do a trial run. If you're doing

something new, try it out in advance.

If this is a special dinner, it’s better

not to feel disappointed by having to

scrap your idea at the last minute.

4. Use what you have. Resources

for a beautiful table are probably

already in your home or around your
yard. The holidays are a great time to
go natural.

5. Flowers aren’t the only

centerpiece. Complicated floral

arrangements take real skill and
more elements than you would
imagine. If you really want a big
arrangement, take some pictures

of what you like down to your local

florist.

6. Know your audience. It’s nice to

get the kids’ involved, but if this is a

sophisticated adult dinner, you may

want to consider rolling with this
one on your own. On the other hand,
your kids creativity could really make
for an excellent family holiday table.

7. Less is more. When designing

your table, take into account it will
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be viewed on the backdrop of your
home decor. Choose some key focus
elements to keep it from feeling
overboard.
8. Don’t wait to the last minute
to call in the pros. When the stakes
are high, the party is large enough,
or you have too many commitments,
don't get yourself in a stressful
pickle. “We pulled off a last-minute
dinner party with ease and only two
weeks to prepare and coordinate all
the vendors last month,” says Kayla.
“But it really depends on the time
of year and your pro’s schedule. We
recommend a minimum of a month
for smaller affairs, and more time
as they get larger. Regardless of the
amount of time, your pro should be
really listening to what you want and
what your budget is, so there are no
surprises and you get the special night
you're dreaming about.”

If the holidays are a time you
find stressful, then leave some of the
details to the pros. It’s much easier to
enjoy your family and friends and the
event you're hosting when you know

things are in good hands.

—CHELSEA FORCUM, CK
WEDDING AND EVENT DESIGN



CK'’s lead designer, Valerie Senff, loves to bring the outside in. “Being an Oregon girl, | always
like to bring in an element or two from the native surroundings. This is an easy way to make
an emotional connection to time and place,” explains Senff, who designed this table at
Maysara Winery for a lucky couple. “The holidays are a great time to go natural.”

“Terrariums and faceted
shapes are very fresh

right now,” explains Senff.
“The warm metal edging
blends with the other warm
metallic elements in the
design.” Shown here is the
geometric terrarium from
lightsforalloccasions.com,
starting at $24.95.

Adding a plate charger will
incorporate your theme while
allowing you to still use your

best china. Don’t have special-
occasion china? The charger will
even elevate your everyday set
and is less expensive than buying
something new. Add this luxe look
with Williams-Sonoma hammered
copper charger, williams-sonoma.
com, $24.95.

"Moss, driftwood and bright leaves
are all beautiful, natural elements
you can begin with to build your
table design,” advises Senff. “If
you're really crafty, you can weave
these elements together for place
holders.” The charming leaf wreaths
for this table were created by
Bloomsberry, bloomsberryfloral.
com.



Based in Kansas City, Mo., calligraphy artist
Emily Wimer hand-letters these place cards.
Custom order names or a fun phrase to really
personalize your event. Find her on etsy.com
or at foxcroftcourt.com, starting at $8.

holders are elegant =
but understated.
Candleholders similar
to these can be found

at overstock.com in )
singles and sets. i
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Wooden candle i

These wooden sheets of
birchwood bark make great
placemats or you can soak
them in water and curl them
into glass vases for your
centerpiece. Find them at
lightsforalloccasions.com,
$13.25 for a set of six.
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Eucalyptus and cedar boughs
complete the natural feel

of this table. You might be ‘
able to find them on a forage
through your own vard, but if
yvou need help, Floral Sunshine
is great for their unique and
custom approach utilizing local
resources. floralsunshine.com

S Natural fibers like burlap
and jute are inexpensive
and easy to find. Fill
them with a delightfully
different treat like
Quin’s Oregon cherry
sparkling candy to keep

- with the holiday magic.
S quincandy.com, $8.50
per bag.



